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       Board Meeting Minutes 

June 30, 2025 
Chairman Anaya called the second quarterly meeting of the Adult Parole Board to order at 9:10 AM 
on Monday, June 30, 2025. 
  
Roll Call 
Roll called by Director Roberta Cohen  
 
Board Members Present 
Abram Anaya, Chairman 
Caryn Apodaca 
Brandi Castillo 
Janet Chandler 
Amy Lopez 
Mary Jaramillo-Barraza 

Dorothy Pouges 
Carol Slavens 
Ann Murray 
Charles Tully 
Colleen McCarney 
Jessica Baker 

 
Board Members not Present 
Roberta Ortega -Lucero    Kristine Ring 
Whitney Stienmetz 
 
Agency Staff Present 
Roberta Cohen, APB Executive Director  
Lola Rael, APB Office Manager  
Rosan Duran, APB CFO, CPO 
Christyana Jaramillo, Management Analysist   
Katelyn Apodaca, Records Coordinator 
Legal Counsel, Mr. Wilbur 
 
GUESTS 
Alisha Tafoya Lucero, NMCD Secretary 
Gary Maciel, NMCD Deputy Secretary 
Denise Chavez, OMS Bureau Chief 
Hope Salazar, Classification Bureau Chief 
Mark Lovato, NMCD Counsel 
Lupe Sanchez, NMCD Director 
Andrea Sandoval, NMCD Deputy Director 
Stephen Taylor, De(Serving) Life 
 
This Meeting is conducted in person, public meeting conducted in accordance with the public 
meetings Act, NMSA 1978 Sections 10-15-1 to 10-15-4. The chair requested that board members 
raise their hand when requesting to speak and to identify themselves when speaking. All votes will 
be through a roll call vote. Any members of the public that want to speak were asked to state their 
name and affiliation.  
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Approval of Agenda –  
Motion to adopt and approve the agenda by Chairman Anaya, Second by member Murray. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes –  
Director Cohen has distributed the minutes from the last meeting on March 25, 2025. Hopefully, 
everybody has had an opportunity to review these minutes before we take a motion on them. Is 
there any discussion or corrections that need to be made to the minutes? 

Seeing none, member Lopez motioned to approve the minutes, second by member Pouges. 

 
Chairs’ Report –  
 
• Board Membership Updates, Board Chair  
 
We have a new board member this morning. I'd like to welcome Jessica Baker. Board members and 
staff went around and introduced themselves to the new members. 

GPS Placement by Order of the Board 

• Discussion: 
o When the Board orders GPS placement, the expectation is that the device is applied 

prior to release. 
o GPS is mandated in accordance with state statute for sex offenders, but may also be 

applied in stalking, violent domestic violence, or repeat absconder cases, with the 
intent of protecting victims and ensuring compliance. 

o If no time limitation is written, GPS is assumed to be for the entire parole duration. 
o A six-month review may be ordered by specifying this condition in writing. 
o If the Board prefers to allow Probation and Parole (PPO) discretion, the “At the 

Discretion of PPO” box must be checked. 
• Consensus: Members agreed that discretion should be used thoughtfully, with attention to 

protecting victims while avoiding unnecessary restrictions. 

GPS Placement in Transitional Living / Intensive Supervision Program (ISP) 

• Discussion: 
o Concerns were raised that some individuals are automatically placed on ISP/GPS 

due to the transitional facility they are released to, regardless of their risk level. 
o The Board emphasized GPS/ISP should be based on case factors (e.g., violent 

history, absconding risk), not residence location. 
o Cost burden on parolees was acknowledged; unnecessary placement should be 

avoided. 
o If PPO discretion is selected, the field office may determine supervision level upon 

intake. 
• Consensus: Board will continue to assess risk factors on a case-by-case basis. PPO 

recommendations will be respected when discretion is granted. 
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Change of Residence Notifications 

• Discussion: 
o Any change of residence after release requires authorization from the Board, 

although PPO may submit emergency requests. 
o PPOs typically investigate and recommend new housing placements; approvals are 

generally granted quickly. 
o Misunderstandings were noted when inmates claim to have family housing available 

but case managers deny it. Board members requested clarification and better 
communication between facilities and PPO. 

o Denials and supporting documentation are not always available in packets, creating 
gaps in understanding. 

• Consensus: Board referred questions to OMS and Classification staff for improved clarity in 
parole planning packets for clarification. 

Training for Board Members 

• Discussion: 
o Additional training for new members was proposed, with focus on individualized 

parole planning rather than blanket conditions. 
o Upcoming Motivational Interviewing training will be provided at the September 

board meeting. 
o Members emphasized the importance of reviewing files critically, validating 

accuracy through direct interviews, and tailoring conditions to the parolee’s current 
issues. 

o Conditions should focus on demonstrated needs (e.g., substance abuse, mental 
health, anger management) rather than unrelated historical incidents. 

• Consensus: Board will prioritize conditions that directly address current criminogenic 
needs. 

Setting Conditions of Release 

• Discussion: 
o The Board has full authority to set specific conditions. If left to assessment, PPOs 

have discretion. 
o Members encouraged including qualifiers such as “if available” for services that may 

not exist statewide (e.g., MRT, CCU services). 
o Concern noted regarding ordering MRT counseling when not always available. PPO 

clarified MRT is still widely used and evolving but should be based on provider 
assessment. 

• Consensus: Orders should remain flexible to reflect service availability and avoid 
unintended non-compliance. 

Community Engagement (Town Hall Meetings) in the FACILITIES  

• Discussion: 
o A best practice shared from national conferences was holding Town Hall meetings 

at correctional facilities to dispel rumors, provide accurate parole board 
information, and allow open Q&A with inmates. 
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o Members supported this initiative as a proactive measure to reduce misinformation. 

 
No Public comment. 
 
Next meeting will be in September. Please reach out to the Chair or Director Cohen if you have 
anything you want to add to the next meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded and passed. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 14:17  
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